WAYANG KULIT SHADOW PUPPETRY
Two-Part Lesson for Grade 2
Virginia State Standards:
2.2 The student will collaborate to develop ideas for group or individual performance.

2.6 The student will identify ways that theatre arts are part of customs and traditions of
various cultures.

2.12 The student will identify and apply appropriate body positions, projection, speed, and
volume in theatre activities.

2.16 The student will identify and explore technical elements of theatre including scenic
elements and costumes.

Lesson 1
Learning Objectives:

e Students will learn about the Indonesian art of Wayang Kulit shadow puppetry
e Students will color and assemble their own wayang

Materials:

e \Wayang Kulit Powerpoint

e Simplified Rama puppet templates
e Brads

e Popsicle sticks or straws

e Tape

e Gamelan playlist

e Colored pencils

Lesson Sequence
Check In: 2 Minutes

Make a drama lama with your hand. Show me with
your drama lama how you’re feeling today (low for
feeling low, high for feeling happy).

Validate student responses.

Presentation: 15 minutes

. Showing a map of Indonesia
World map, map of Indonesia & P



https://www.canva.com/design/DAF8Nz56cGY/jNFL8IGME5rgBjXcplkLXQ/edit?utm_content=DAF8Nz56cGY&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lPTmXgyKWk0Hqe-aZuJCcLyr8sBoQt7w/view?usp=sharing

Introductory slides

Video: Wayang Kulit at MIM’s Indonesia Gamelan Exhibit

Video: Asian Civilizations Museum, Wayang Kulit and the Battle of Good Versus Evil

Ask students for examples of stories of good vs. evil
Introduce character of Rama as hero
Puppet construction instructions

Coloring Rama Templates: 10 minutes
Play Indonesian Gamelan music, give time reminders.
Cutting and Assembling Rama Puppet: 10 minutes

Play Indonesian Gamelan music, give time reminders.

Help students with brads. Once students finish,

A student colors his wayang

encourage them to help others.

Collect puppets.

Contingency: Read RAMA AND SITA picture book

Lesson 2
Learning Objectives:

e Ingroups, students will write their own story of Good vs. Evil
e Students will perform their Good vs. Evil shadow puppet show

e Students will offer constructive feedback in response to peers’ performances
Materials:

e Rama puppets created in previous lesson

e Shadow puppetry screen (can be cardboard)
e Desklamp

e Good vs. Evil Story Template

e Writing utensils
e Optional: Xylophone


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PTqr2L5Pnho
Asian%20Civilizations%20Museum,%20Wayang%20Kulit%20and%20the%20Battle%20of%20Good%20%09Versus%20Evil
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1r37FseP0VCDogKXu-vBH6TKFsQYn4pt3/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108121666226282451247&rtpof=true&sd=true

Lesson Sequence
Check In: 2 Minutes

Make a drama lama with your hand. Show me with your drama lama how you’re
feeling today (low for feeling low, high for feeling happy).
Validate student responses.

Presentation: 10 minutes
Video: In Malaysia, Darth Vader Is Leading a Shadow Puppetry Revival
Good vs. Evil story instructions- model as a class how to fill out story template
Instruct students to form groups of three, assign any remaining students
Group Work: 15 minutes
Pass out Good vs. Evil story template
Students write their Good vs. Evil stories. Circulate and support.
Students rehearse their Good vs. Evil shadow puppet performances.
Give time reminders
Group Performances: 20 minutes

Remind students about constructive feedback- more detailed than “I liked it.” Afte
each performance, ask volunteers to share

one moment they liked. Ask volunteers to
share one improvement that could be made
for next time (ex. Shadow puppets were
blocking each other, better projection with
voice, different voices for characters). Each
group performs.

For each performance, ask one volunteer to
play the xylophone before and after the play,
like a Gamelan orchestra.

Students perform their shadow puppet show for

Contingency: Gamelan Video
the group



In%20Malaysia,%20Darth%20Vader%20Is%20Leading%20a%20Shadow%20Puppetry%20Revival
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fPOGkZoW5Pk

Example of Student Work (Good vs. Evil Story Template):
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