INTRO TO IMPROVISATIONAL DRAMA
based on a syllabus by Jake Young

TD 306—Unique#26180—Spring 2023
Class Meeting Times TH 2:00pm-3:30pm
Classroom: WIN 2.180
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COURSE OVERVIEW

Instructor: Claire Derriennic (she/her/hers)
Office: Winship B.122

Email: clairederr@utexas.edu
Office Hours: by email appointment

Course Description

Improvisation (improv) is the art of making up dialogue, characters, and plot in the
moment. While improvisation is used in many types of theatre and in everyday life, this
class will focus on improvisational comedy, a genre that includes short form and long form
improv. In this class, we will learn and practice improv strategies as a supportive ensemble.
We will work together to create a caring community where risk-taking and creativity are
encouraged. We will reflect on our growth as improvisers, thinking about our own
performances and drawing on texts that we explore together.

Guiding Questions for our Work Together:

What is improvisational comedy?

What skills do we use when improvising together?

How can a community of improvisers support each other?

How do ideas from class readings and videos appear in our in-class explorations?



Course Goals
Over the Course of the semester you will:

e Build improvisation skills including: listening and awareness, accepting offers,
performing with presence, spontaneity; storytelling, building character, and more
Collaborate as a supportive member of an ensemble to perform improv comedy
Discuss improv performances that we view
Reflect on your individual growth as an ensemble member and performer
Relate texts to your own experience as an improv performer
Support your conclusions with evidence from texts and your lived experience

Assignments at a Glance:

Participation (20% total grade)

4 Journal Entries (20% total grade)

1 Improv Performance Viewings and Response Paper (20%)
1 Short Form Improv Performance (5%)

3 Short Form Improv Sharing Reflections (15%)

1 Long Form Improv Sharing Reflection (20%)

For all assignments- you may either complete a written assignment or a creative response.
See Assignments and Grading for details.

INCLUSIVITY STATEMENTS AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Land Acknowledgment

Our class will meet on Indigenous land. I would like to pay my respects to the Carrizo &
Comecrudo, Coahuiltecan, Caddo, Tonkawa, Comanche, Lipan Apache, Alabama-Coushatta,
Kickapoo, Tigua Pueblo, and all the American Indian and Indigenous Peoples and
communities who have been or have become a part of these lands and territories in Texas,
here on Turtle Island.

Disability Statement:

The university is committed to creating an accessible and inclusive learning environment
consistent with university policy and federal and state law. Please let me know if you
experience any barriers to learning so I can work with you to ensure you have equal
opportunity to participate fully in this course. If you are a student with a disability, or think
you may have a disability, and need accommodations please contact Services for Students
with Disabilities (SSD). Please refer to SSD’s website for contact and more

information: http://diversity.utexas.edu/disability/. If you are already registered with SSD,
please deliver your Accommodation Letter to me as early as possible in the semester so we
can discuss your approved accommodations and needs in this course



http://diversity.utexas.edu/disability/

Personal Pronouns
[ will gladly address you by a name that is different from what appears on the official

roster, and by the gender pronouns you use (she/he/they/ze, etc).
You may change your name on the roster through the Gender and Sexuality Center
(Updating your "Chosen Name" and Gender Marker with UT).

RESOURCES

Counseling and Mental Health Services:
Your well-being is more important than this class. Improv is not that serious! Please let me
know if any aspect of this course is negatively impacting your physical or mental health.

For immediate support:
Visit the Counseling and Mental Health Center (CMHC): 512-471-3515 |cmhc.utexas.edu

CMHC Crisis Line: 512.471.2255 | cmhc.utexas.edu/24hourcounseling.html

Other Resources

e UT Outpost (free on-campus food pantry and career closet):
https://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/emergency/utoutpost.php
University Health Services: http://healthyhorns.utexas.edu/
Student Emergency Services: http://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/emergency/
Sanger Learning and Career Center: http://lifelearning.utexas.edu/
Undergraduate Writing Center: http://uwc.utexas.edu/
Career Exploration Center: http://www.utexas.edu/student/careercenter/
Division of Recreational Sports: http://www.utrecsports.org/

COURSE POLICIES
Attendance and Participation
It is my hope that you actively attend and participate in class. This class requires hands-on
activities, group exploration, and play, which you will need to be in-person to do!

You may miss two classes unexcused without losing any points. After that, [ will deduct
two points from your participation grade. If you anticipate being absent, please send me an
email and I may excuse your absence depending on the circumstances.

Absences for Religious Holidays.
Per UT Austin policy, please notify me of your upcoming absence at least fourteen
days prior to the date of observance of a religious holy day. If you must miss an


https://docs.google.com/document/d/17uzmcD7oGE5JPMueJN7CsBlgE7SICUYu7ysmrFgc8cM/edit
http://cmhc.utexas.edu/
http://cmhc.utexas.edu/24hourcounseling.html
https://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/emergency/utoutpost.php
http://healthyhorns.utexas.edu/
http://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/emergency/
http://lifelearning.utexas.edu/
http://uwc.utexas.edu/
http://www.utexas.edu/student/careercenter/
http://www.utrecsports.org/

assignment to observe a holiday, you will be given the opportunity to complete the
missed work for full credit.

Late Work

Due dates are in place to help YOU. If you anticipate missing a due date for ANY REASON
(including an overloaded assignment schedule, mental and physical health needs) please
reach out and ask for an extension, which I will grant on a case-by-case basis. | understand
that life happens. If you do not communicate your need for an extension beforehand, I will
dock 10% of your grade for every 24 hours that the assignment is late.

Academic Honesty:

Academic dishonesty is an offense which I take very seriously. If you choose to plagiarize,
you are doing yourself a disservice as a learner. If you are struggling to complete an
assignment or have a question about how to cite your sources, please reach out to me for
support or an extension. The penalties for academic dishonesty in this course will begin at
a zero for the assignment and can be as severe as suspension or expulsion from the
University.

For more information: https://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/conduct/academicintegrity.php.

Title IX:

The University encourages affected individuals to promptly report incidents of sex and
gender discrimination, sexual harassment, sexual assault, sexual misconduct, interpersonal
violence, and stalking. To file a report: https://titleix.utexas.edu/file-a-report

Please be advised that [ am considered a “responsible employee” at UT. As such, I am nota
confidential resource and am required to report any incidents of sexual harassment or
assault to the UT Title IX Coordinator.

If you would like to have a confidential conversation about sexual misconduct, please
contact the UT Counseling and Mental Health Center. You may also call Austin SafePlace
24/7 at (512) 267-SAFE (7233).

CLASS TEXTS
All required texts for the course and additional readings will be provided through Canvas.
**Readings are subject to change**

Hines, Will. How to Be the Greatest Improviser on Earth. Pretty Great Publishing,
2016.

Halpern, Charna, Del Close, and Kim Johnson. Truth in Comedy: the Manual of
Improvisation. Colorado Springs, CO: Meriwether Pub., 1994.


https://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/conduct/academicintegrity.php
https://titleix.utexas.edu/file-a-report

Seham, Amy. Whose Improv is it Anyway: Beyond Second City. Jackson: University
Press of Mississippi, 2001.

Napier, Mick. Improvise. Scene from the inside Out. Meriwether Publishing, 2015.

ASSIGNMENTS
Course Assignments
Assignment descriptions and rubrics can be found in Canvas. All assignments will also be
submitted via Canvas. Assignments are due by 2pm on their due date (the start of our
class). Written assignments must be typed, 12-point font, double spaced, 1-inch margins,
and have an appropriate header and MLA citations.

Evaluation and Grades

While enthusiastic participation is crucial to your success and enjoyment of this course, |
recognize that everyone participates differently. You will be evaluated based on your
thoughtful reflections, attendance, effort, and willingness to try new things, not on the
“quality” of your in-class performance.

Grading Scale:

A 100-93 B+ 89-87 B- 82-80 C76-73. D+ 69-67 D- 62-60

A-92-90 B 86-83. C+79-77 C-72-70. D 67-63

Creative Responses

For written assignments, you will always have the option to complete a creative
response instead. | suggest completing a variety of creative and written responses over
the course of the semester. Creative responses will be graded using the same rubric as
written responses- be sure that claims you make in your responses are supported by
evidence, and that you accurately cite ideas from our class readings.

Options for creative responses include:

For Journal Entries:
A one to two-minute video or audio response with a works cited page
A piece of visual art with a title explaining what the piece represents, and a works
cited page
An informational poster with a works cited page
A one to two-minute scripted dialogue with a works cited page




For Papers:
A four-minute video or audio response with a works cited page
A piece of visual art with a 500 word artist’s note explaining what the piece
represents, and a works cited page
An informational poster with a works cited page
A five-minute scripted dialogue with a works cited page

Participation (20%)
Your active participation over the course of the semester is crucial. Please come to class
on time and ready to play to the best of your ability!

Journal Entries (20%-5 points per posts, 4 posts)
You will submit four journal entries on Canvas reflecting on your experiences in class.
In each post, you will cite at least one idea from a reading and analyze how this idea
appeared in in-class games and activities. You will be evaluated based on accurately
citing the reading, providing sufficient evidence to support your conclusions, and
reflecting on your growth as an improviser.

Improv Performance Viewing and Response Paper (20%)
You are required to see one improvisation performance in the first five weeks of the
semester. The performance options will be listed on a Canvas, and I will also organize a
class outing early in the semester. If you are unable to attend an in-person session,
there are pre-recorded options, but I strongly encourage you to attend an in-person
show. After you see the performance you will write a response paper that is 2-3 pages
in length, double spaced. You may also choose to complete a creative reflection. You will
be evaluated based on citing at least two ideas from our readings and providing
sufficient examples to support your statements.

Short Form Improv Midterm Performance (5%)
This performance is a series of short game-based improv scenes facilitated by a host
and based on audience suggestions. Students will form small groups and choose a series
of three games to perform for the class.

Short Form Improv Reflection (15%)

Long Form Improv Sharing (5%)
For this assignment you will be assigned a group of 5-6 students. Your group will be
your own improv troupe. Each troupe will be tasked with crafting a 20-minute-long
form improv show using Harold, La Ronde, or another long form method. I recommend



looking over previous examples we have studied in class to inspire your work. Each

performance day will be treated like an improv show. Think about how you might invite

your audience (classmates) into the space. What interactive elements will you
incorporate? Does your performance have a program? After their performance,
students will submit a self-evaluation on Canvas.

Long Form Improv Reflection (15%)
After the long form performance, you will be required to turn in a 2-3 page, double
spaced reflection paper. Alternatively, you may complete a creative reflection. You will

be evaluated based on citing at least two ideas from our readings, providing sufficient
examples to support your statements, and reflecting on your growth as an improviser.

Extra Credit Journal Entries (5 points each)

You have the option of completing up to two extra-credit journal entries. These
discussion posts will be responses to an in-person or pre-recorded improv show.
You will be evaluated based on citing at least one idea from our readings and
providing sufficient examples to support your statements.

COURSE SCHEDULE
DATE TOPIC READING/ASSIGNMENTS
WEEK 1
Tuesday 01/10 Introductions and
Course Overview
Thursday 01/12 Ensemble Building | Read
1. Hines, “You Do Not Have to Be
Picked Up,” pp. 70-71 (Canvas)
2. Napier Ch. 1
WEEK 2
Tuesday 01/17 Trust and Due
Spontaneity Journal Entry 1

Read
1. Napier Ch. 2 (Canvas)
2. Hines, “Introduction;” “
Present;” pp. 3-17 (Canvas)

Terms;” “Be




Thursday 01/19 Accepting Offers 1. Halpern, “Agreement,” pp. 45-56
(Canvas)
2. Watch any episode of Whose Line is
it Anyway?
WEEK 3
Tuesday 01/24 Improv Formats Watch
Inventing Improv: A Chicago Stories
Special Documentary
Thursday 01/26 Improv Formats Due
Journal Entry 2
WEEK 4
Tuesday 01/31 Due
Journal Entry 3
Read two of three:

1. Seham, Amy. Whose Improv is it
Anyway: Beyond Second City.
(Canvas)

2. “Improv Communities Demand
Theaters Address Systemic Racism”
by Megh Wright (Canvas)

3. “Improv So White? Yes, And. Efforts
to diversify the popular and
influential form are no laughing
matter.” by Matthew Love (Canvas)

Thursday 02/02
WEEK 5
Tuesday 02/07 Journal Entry 4 (will be due a week after

your short-form facilitation)

Read



https://www.cwtv.com/shows/whose-line-is-it-anyway/gary-anthony-williams-12/?play=b9c0b0f6-3fc0-476a-8582-b2f85d884683
https://www.cwtv.com/shows/whose-line-is-it-anyway/gary-anthony-williams-12/?play=b9c0b0f6-3fc0-476a-8582-b2f85d884683
https://www.cwtv.com/shows/whose-line-is-it-anyway/gary-anthony-williams-12/?play=b9c0b0f6-3fc0-476a-8582-b2f85d884683
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bQLIS1ZeNgw&t=794s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bQLIS1ZeNgw&t=794s

1. Halpern, “Environmentally Aware,”
pp- 101-108 (Canvas)

Thursday 02/09 Short Form Games: | Read
Moriah, Ema &
Pramika, Josh,
Annie
WEEK 6
Tuesday 02/14 Short Form Games: | Read
Chantell, Juliana 1. Halpern, “Support and Trust,” pp.
37-43 (Canvas)
1. Napier, Ch. 4 (Canvas)
Look Over:
http://laughingstockimprov.weebly.com/s
hort-form-games.html
Thursday 02/16 Short Form Games: | Due
Keya, Courtney 1. Halpern, “Building a Scene,” pp. 85-
90 (Canvas)
2. Napier, Ch. 5 (Canvas)
WEEK 7
Tuesday 02/21 Short Form Games: | Read
Emilio, Ashir DUE: Improv Response Paper
1. Halpern, “One Mind, Many Bodies,”
pp. 91-93 (Canvas)
2. Hines, “Top of the Scene,” pp. 83-90
(Canvas)
WEEK 8
Tuesday 02/29 Short Form Games: 1. Napier, Ch. 7 “More than Two

Emilio, Evelyne,
Coby

People in a Scene” pp. 73-91
(Canvas)



http://laughingstockimprov.weebly.com/short-form-games.html
http://laughingstockimprov.weebly.com/short-form-games.html

Thursday Short Form Due
Sharing Day 1 In-class midterm reflection
WEEK 9
Tuesday 03/07 Short Form Due
Sharing Day 2 In-class midterm reflection
Thursday 03/09 Short Form Due
Sharing Day 3 In-class midterm reflection
WEEK 10 SPRING BREAK
WEEK 11
Tuesday 03/21 Long Form
Rehearsal
Thursday 03/23 Long Form 1. Halpern, Ch. 10, Ch. 11.
Rehearsal
WEEK 12
Tuesday 03/28 Long Form 1. Hines, How to Be the Greatest
Rehearsal Improviser on Earth. “Be
Changeable,” pp. 29-38
Thursday 03/30 Long Form
Rehearsal
WEEK 13 COHEN NEW Due
WORKS FESTIVAL | Extra Credit
WEEK 14 Long Form
Rehearsal
Tuesday 04/11 Long Form
Rehearsal
Thursday 04/13 Long Form Sharing
WEEK 15
Tuesday 04/18 Long Form Sharing

10



Thursday 04/20

Semester
Reflection

Friday 04/28 at 11:59
PM

DUE:
Long Form Self Evaluation
Long Form Reflections

END OF SEMESTER
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