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SAMPLE SYLLABUS: DEVISING THEATRE FOR THE VERY YOUNG SyLLABUS
Course Number—Year
Class Meeting Times 
Classroom Location 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Course Overview
Inclusivity Statements and Land Acknowledgement 
Resources for Students 
Class Policies
Class Texts
Assignments and Grading
Course Schedule
TVY Video Series

COURSE OVERVIEW

Instructor: Claire Derriennic (she/her/hers).         Email: crderriennic@gmail.com
Phone: 202-509-4571                                               Office Hours: by email appointment 

About the Instructor 
Hi, I’m Claire Derriennic- please call me Claire. I use she/her/hers pronouns. I am a
performer, deviser, and writer of plays for young audiences- with a particular focus on
theatre for the very young. I am the creator and director of FISHING FOR STARS, a play for
ages 2-5 premiering at the Kennedy Center in my hometown of Washington D.C. I have
also devised theatre for the very young with students at ZACH Theatre, and with a theatre
company in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. I love cats, reality television, and folk-pop musicians
like Hozier and Noah Kahan. 

Course Description
This studio course offers an artistically rigorous environment in which you will create
theatre for audiences under the age of six. You will explore current artistic practices in the
field of theatre for the very young (TVY). In the first half of the semester, you will
collaborate with classmates to create 3–10-minute object-driven performance modules.
In the second half of the semester, the class will work together to dramaturgically select,
eliminate, expand and weave together existing material to form a cohesive performance.
The course will culminate with a semester sharing of a TVY performance-in-progress. This
course requires artistic risk-taking, flexibility, and an out-of-class time commitment
towards the end of the semester. All creatives- actors, directors, designers, playwrights,
visual artists, puppeteers, musicians, singers, and more- are welcome!



11

Course Goals
Create and present a performance-in-process for audiences under the age of six
Play! Experiment, take risks, explore new ideas in collaboration with others
Learn about current trends and artistic practices in the field of theatre for the very
young 
Familiarize yourself with several TVY productions and companies 
Develop a sense of your own TVY aesthetic and relate it to your other work
Think critically about theatre for very young children, considering power and privilege
View, analyze, and present reflections on the shape, form, and content of theatre for
the very young
Support the creative work of others with supportive, critical responses
Exercise dramaturgical play-building skills as a collective

Assignments at a Glance
Participation (25%)
Discussion Leadership (5%)
Play Report (10%)
Age Range Presentation (5%)
Mid-Semester Presentation (15%)
Show Pitch (5%)
Semester Sharing (20%)
Semester Reflection (15%)

INCLUSIVITY STATEMENTS AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Land Acknowledgment 
Our class will meet on Indigenous land. I would like to pay my respects to the Carrizo &
Comecrudo, Coahuiltecan, Caddo, Tonkawa, Comanche, Lipan Apache, Alabama-
Coushatta, Kickapoo, Tigua Pueblo, and all the American Indian and Indigenous Peoples
and communities who have been or have become a part of these lands and territories.

Disability Statement
The university is committed to creating an accessible and inclusive learning environment
consistent with university policy and federal and state law. Please let me know if you
experience any barriers to learning so I can work with you to ensure you have equal
opportunity to participate fully in this course. If you are a student with a disability, or think
you may have a disability, and need accommodations please contact Disability and Access
(D&A). Please refer to D&A’s website for contact and more information:
http://diversity.utexas.edu/disability/. 

If you are already registered with D&A, please deliver your Accommodation Letter to me as
early as possible in the semester so we can discuss your approved accommodations and
needs in this course.

http://diversity.utexas.edu/disability/


12

Personal Pronouns
I will gladly address you by a name that is different from what appears on the official roster,
and by the gender pronouns you use (she/he/they/ze, etc). You may change your name on
the roster through the Gender and Sexuality Center.

RESOURCES

Counseling and Mental Health Services
Your well-being is more important than this class. Please let me know if any aspect of this
course is negatively impacting your physical or mental health.

For immediate support: 
Visit the Counseling and Mental Health Center (CMHC): 512-471-3515 |cmhc.utexas.edu

CMHC Crisis Line: 512.471.2255 | cmhc.utexas.edu/24hourcounseling.html

Other Resources
Outpost (free on-campus food pantry and career closet):
https://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/emergency/utoutpost.php
School of Social Work Food Pantry: https://socialwork.utexas.edu/food-pantry/
Food Bank: https://www.centraltexasfoodbank.org/
University Health Services: http://healthyhorns.utexas.edu/
Sanger Learning and Career Center: http://lifelearning.utexas.edu/
Undergraduate Writing Center: http://uwc.utexas.edu/
Career Exploration Center: http://www.utexas.edu/student/careercenter/
Division of Recreational Sports: http://www.utrecsports.org/

   COURSE POLICIES 

Attendance and Participation
The success of our artistic work together depends on everyone’s participation in every
aspect of the course. To gain full credit for participation, students will come to class on
time and dressed for movement.

You may miss one class unexcused without losing any points. When possible, alert me to
your upcoming absence via email. I will deduct two points from your participation grade
for every subsequent absence. If you anticipate missing class, send me an email and I may
excuse your absence depending on the circumstances.  

Absences for Religious Holidays
Per university policy, notify me of your upcoming absence at least fourteen days prior to
the date of observance of a religious holy day. If you must miss an assignment to observe a
holiday, you will have the opportunity to complete the missed work for full credit.

http://cmhc.utexas.edu/
http://cmhc.utexas.edu/24hourcounseling.html
https://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/emergency/utoutpost.php
https://socialwork.utexas.edu/food-pantry/
https://www.centraltexasfoodbank.org/
http://healthyhorns.utexas.edu/
http://lifelearning.utexas.edu/
http://uwc.utexas.edu/
http://www.utexas.edu/student/careercenter/
http://www.utrecsports.org/
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Late Work
Due dates are in place to help YOU. If you anticipate missing a due date for ANY REASON
(including an overloaded assignment schedule, mental and physical health needs) please
reach out and ask for an extension, which I will grant on a case-by-case basis. I
understand that life happens. If you do not communicate your need for an extension
beforehand, I will dock 10% of your grade for every 24 hours that the assignment is late. 

Academic Honesty and Artificial Intelligence (AI)
Academic dishonesty is an offense which I take very seriously. If you choose to plagiarize,
you are doing yourself a disservice as a learner. The use of artificial intelligence like
Chatgpt to outline or complete assignments is not allowed. 

If you are struggling to complete an assignment or have a question about how to cite your
sources, please reach out to me for support or an extension. The penalties for academic
dishonesty and AI use will begin at a zero for the assignment and can be as severe as
suspension or expulsion from the University. 

Title IX
The University encourages affected individuals to promptly report incidents of sex and
gender discrimination, sexual harassment, sexual assault, sexual misconduct, interpersonal
violence, and stalking. To file a report: https://titleix.utexas.edu/file-a-report

Please be advised that I am considered a “responsible employee.” As such, I am not a
confidential resource and am required to report any incidents of sexual harassment or
assault to the Title IX Coordinator. 

If you would like to have a confidential conversation about sexual misconduct, please
contact the Counseling and Mental Health Center. You may also call SafePlace 24/7 at
(512) 267-SAFE (7233).

CLASS TEXTS 

All texts will be available on Canvas or the university library. 

 Books
 Sensory Theatre: How to Make Interactive, Inclusive, Immersive Theatre for Diverse
Audiences by a Founder of Oily Cart by Tim Webb
Theatre and Dance with Children as Artistic Partners: Devising Performance for the Very
Young by Amanda Pintore

https://titleix.utexas.edu/file-a-report
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 Articles and Chapters
 “What You, Theatremaker Can Learn from Theatre for the Very Young” by Alex Ates
 “Do You Love TVY? Alliance  Theatre Model for Developing New Works for the Very
Young” by Gillian McNally
 “From Cradle to Stage: How Early Years Performing Arts Experiences Are Tailored to
the Developmental Capabilities of Babies and Toddlers” by Ben Fletcher-Watson, Sue
Fletcher-Watson, Marie Jeanne McNaughton & Anna Birch
“Seen and Not Heard: Participation as Tyranny in Theater for Early Years” by Ben
Fletcher-Watson
Complicity” from Why is That So Funny? by John Wright
“Le Jeu/Game” by Philippe Gaulier

 Websites
 Child Development Guide: Ages and Stages
 PaperBoats Devising Principles

 
Videos
TVY Video Series (see page 12)

ASSIGNMENTS

Course Assignments
Assignment descriptions and rubrics can be found on Canvas. All assignments will also be
submitted via Canvas. Assignments are due by 12:30pm on their due date (the start of our
class). Written assignments must be typed, 12-point font, double spaced, 1-inch margins,
and have an appropriate header and MLA citations.

Evaluation and Grades
While enthusiastic participation is crucial to your success and enjoyment of this course, I
recognize that everyone participates differently. You will be evaluated based on your
thoughtful reflections, attendance, effort, and willingness to try new things, not on the
“quality” of your in-class performance. 

Grading Scale
A 100-93       B+ 89-87       B- 82-80        C 76-73.        D+ 69-67         D- 62-60        
A- 92-90        B 86-83.       C+ 79-77       C- 72-70.       D 67-63          

https://www.tyausa.org/tya-today/author/gmcnally/
https://choc.org/primary-care/ages-stages/
https://www.thepaperboats.com/principles/
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Assignment Details
Full assignment descriptions and rubrics can be found on Canvas. 

Participation (25%)
Your active participation over the course of the semester is crucial. Please come to class
on time and ready to play! Wear clothes that you can move in and communicate access
needs to Claire as they arise. 

Discussion Leadership (5%)
In pairs or groups of three, students will be responsible for co-leading one class
discussion on our assigned reading/viewing. Discussion leaders will prepare three
thoughtful questions that prompt classmates to think critically about what they have
read/watched. Questions should encourage students to name their main takeaways and
relate them to their own ideas and artistic practice. Each member of the group must submit
a copy of the questions via Canvas before class. 

Play Report (10%)
You will watch a full-length recording of one play for very young audiences and submit a
written play report in the style of dramaturg DD Kugler. Links to recorded TVY plays can be
found in this syllabus and on Canvas. If a current TVY production is accessible, you may
choose to attend a live performance instead. 

Age Range Presentation (5%)
The class will create a presentation together, and you will be responsible for one slide. A
week before the due date, you will be assigned an age range, and you will find and share
video, images, and/or a description of a TVY production designed for that age. You will
also be asked to research the “typical” developmental capabilities of that age range and
share them with the class. 
The age ranges are: 0-3 months, 3-6 months, 6-12 months, 12-18 months, 18 months- 2
years, 2-3 years, 3-4 years, 4-6 years

Mid-Semester Presentation (15%)
After preliminary research, students will each prepare a 10-minute presentation on theatre
for the very young (TVY). The goal of the presentation is to deepen our ensembles’
relationship to TVY by sharing what resonates with YOU about TVY.Presentations may take
a variety of forms and include a variety of mediums, such as sound, video, image. Please
work to engage our senses as you prepare the presentation AND simultaneously strive for
simplicity. How might you bring your skills as a performance maker to the presentation? 

Each presentation should include:
5 visual representations from TYV that tap into your own aesthetic.
3 key ideas on form and content that resonate or push against what you know/believe.
2 curiosities you want to pursue about the practice, the theory, and/or the field at large. 
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Show Pitch (5%)
This assignment will be completed in class. Each student will propose their vision for our
final sharing based on the modules that we have created so far. 

 Step 1: list moments (images, modules, sounds) that you loved, one moment per
sticky note. 
Step 2: arrange your sticky notes into a logical structure, how can you make these
moments into a story?
 Step 3: remove any superfluous moments, strive for elegance in simplicity 
 Step 4: pitch your story to the class 

If you are absent when we complete this assignment, please follow the above process at
home, film yourself pitching your story, and email it to me before midnight on the due date. 
 
Semester Sharing (20%)
This culminating assignment will require your time, creativity and dedication. 
 
After developing performance modules over the course of the semester, we will work to
dramaturgically revise, refine, and thread them together into a sharing for an invited public.
This sharing will require all-hands-on-deck to develop production elements. During the
last third of the course, you may be called upon to assist with costumes, lighting,
projections, sound, set and/or props. 

The semester sharing will require your attendance during a tech process. This process will
take place on Friday afternoon/evening and Saturday day, with our sharing taking place on
Sunday. Please reserve this weekend for our class. If you are unable to attend our tech
process and sharing, you will not be eligible to participate in this course. 
 
Semester Reflection (15%)
Please write a 3-page reflection paper on your experience devising TVY. Include
reflections on how this course fits into your larger scope of work and/or life. What have
you learned about yourself, theatre, and/or TVY? 
 
Creatively incorporate 5 images, 5 words reflecting on the semester, and 5 words thinking
forward to the future. 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 

DATE TOPIC ASSIGNMENTS DUE 
 

Week 1 
 
Community agreements 
 
What is retrospective 
devising, and what are the 
PaperBoats devising 
principles?   
 
What is a sharing agreement? 
Who owns the work that we 
create together? What are the 
ethics of collective creation? 
 

 

 
Week 2 

 
What is theatre for the very 
young?  
 
Devising performance 
modules 
 

  
READ:  

- “Chapter 1: An Introduction to 
Theatre and Dance for the Very 
Young” from Theatre and Dance 
with Children as Artistic Partners 

- What You, Theatremaker Can 
Learn from Theatre for the Very 
Young 

WATCH:  
- Theatre for the Very Young at 

Polyglot 
DUE:  

- Student Profile  
 
DISCUSSION LEADERS: 
 

 
Week 3 

 
What is devising?  
 
Devising performance 
modules 

 
WATCH:  

- Trusty Sidekick Theatre for the 
Very Young  

 
READ:  

- Do You Love TVY? Alliance   
Theatre Model for Developing 
New Works for the Very Young 

- “Chapter 5: The Devising 
Process” from Theatre and Dance 
with Children as Artistic Partners 

https://howlround.com/what-you-theatremaker-can-learn-theatre-very-young
https://howlround.com/what-you-theatremaker-can-learn-theatre-very-young
https://howlround.com/what-you-theatremaker-can-learn-theatre-very-young
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rM8xc31wKFU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rM8xc31wKFU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5l7Ww8aCetY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5l7Ww8aCetY
https://www.tyausa.org/tya-today/do-you-love-tvy-alliance-theatre-model-for-developing-new-works-for-the-very-young/
https://www.tyausa.org/tya-today/do-you-love-tvy-alliance-theatre-model-for-developing-new-works-for-the-very-young/
https://www.tyausa.org/tya-today/do-you-love-tvy-alliance-theatre-model-for-developing-new-works-for-the-very-young/
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DISCUSSION LEADERS:  
 

 
Week 4 

 
TVY aesthetic 
 
Devising performance 
modules 

 
WATCH:  

- Video Series One 
- Full Length TVY Play  

 
DUE:  

- Play Report  
 
DISCUSSION LEADERS: 
 

 
Week 5 

 
TVY aesthetic 
 
Devising performance 
modules 

 
WATCH:  

- Video Series Two 
READ:  

- “Complicity” by John Wright 
- “Le Jeu/Game” by Philippe 

Gaulier  
 
DISCUSSION LEADERS:  
 

 
Week 6 

 
Audience age range 
 
Devising performance 
modules 

 
READ:  

- “Considering the TDVY Age 
Range” from Theatre and Dance 
with Children as Artistic Partners 

- From Cradle to Stage: How Early 
Years Performing Arts 
Experiences Are Tailored to the 
Developmental Capabilities of 
Babies and Toddlers 

SKIM: 
-  Child Development Guide: Ages 

and Stages for ages 0-5 
 
DUE:  

- Age Range Presentation 
 

 
Week 7 

 
Interactivity 
 

 
READ:  

- “The Sensory Audit” 

https://www.ecolephilippegaulier.com/2024/10/20/le-jeu-game/
https://choc.org/primary-care/ages-stages/
https://choc.org/primary-care/ages-stages/
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Devising performance 
modules 

- “The Role of Audience and 
Designing Interactivity” from 
Theatre and Dance with Children 
as Artistic Partners 

- “Seen and Not Heard: 
Participation as Tyranny in 
Theater for Early Years”  

 
DISCUSSION LEADERS:  
 

 
Week 8 

 
Mid-Semester Presentations 
 

 
DUE: Mid-Semester Presentation 

 
Week 9 

 
Revisiting performance 
modules 
 
 

 

 
Week 10 

 
Story Pitches 

 
READ:  

- “The Problem with Narrative” 
- “Knowing When to Stop Making 

New Things” “Scaffolding the 
Performance” and “Final Stretch” 
from Theatre and Dance with 
Children as Artistic Partners 

 
DUE:  

- Story Pitches (we will complete 
this assignment in class, no 
preparation is necessary) 
 

 
Week 11 

 

 
Dramaturgy: what is the 
structure of our semester 
sharing?  
 

 

 
Week 12 

 

 
Developing our semester 
sharing 
 

 
REHEARSE:  

- Out-of-class rehearsal or prop 
fabrication may be required  

 
 

Week 13 
  

REHEARSE:  
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 Rehearsal/preparation for 
sharing 
 

- Out-of-class rehearsal or prop 
fabrication may be required  
 

 
Week 14 

 

 
Test performance- we will 
test material at the university 
daycare and discuss our 
experience 
 

 
REHEARSE:  

- Out-of-class rehearsal or prop 
fabrication may be required  

 

 
Week 15 

 

 
Technical Rehearsals  
Semester Sharing 
 

 
DUE:  

- Semester Sharing 

 
Final Exam 

 

 
 

 
DUE:  

- Semester Reflection 
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TVY VIDEO SERIES  

 
OVERVIEWS 

 

 
FULL PRODUCTIONS FOR PLAY REPORT 

 
Theatre for the Very Young at Polyglot 
 
Theatre for the Very Young at Imagination Stage 
 
Theatre for the Very Young at The Alliance 
 
Theatre for the Very Young at Trusty Sidekick 
 

 
Tree/Boom/Umthi by Magnet Theatre 

NURSERY by Sally Chance Dance 

American Theatre for the Very Young Digital 
Festival password: TVYDIGFEST 

 
VIDEO SERIES ONE 

 

 
VIDEO SERIES TWO 

 
Paper Planet by Polyglot Theatre 

Boats by Polyglot Theatre 

All Wrapped Up by Oily Cart 

Non Verbal Theatre Snippets from Patch Theatre 

Songs From Above 

White by Catherine Wheels Theatre Company 

OOGLY BOOGLY  

ZYG by Companhia de Musica Teatral  

Shakespeare's Stars by Spellbound Theatre 

Ring A Ding Ding by Oily Cart 

AIR by Oily Cart 

Spot by La Baracca Testoni Ragazzi 

Famiglie by La Baracca Testoni Ragazzi 

Splish Splash by Oily Cart 

PLAYFUL TIGER by Barrowland Ballet 

THE BOY AND THE BALL by Stephan 
Noonan 

Gimme Please Trailer by The Alliance 

Mouse on the Move by Imagination Stage 

Balloonacy by Barry Kornhauser 

Doodle Pop by BRUSH Theatre 

Poli Pop by BRUSH Theatre 

BOUNCED by Magnet Theatre  

WALANGAAN by Theatre de la Guimbarde 

TIEBELE by Theatre de la Guimbarde 

 
 

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rM8xc31wKFU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rM8xc31wKFU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QEBRBGUuKyo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z15lBLE-IHM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5l7Ww8aCetY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5l7Ww8aCetY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=05N9gCjhNY4
https://vimeo.com/125519199
https://vimeopro.com/atvydigitalfestival/festival
https://vimeopro.com/atvydigitalfestival/festival
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yghe1CwfJaU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B2d-KcrQugo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1SZ81wvpk4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XVZ9ZQN6R2I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JM0Q084va_o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1MSvhXmOSOo&list=PLWCFIcEaK0Ex_EehANXRmZxeMRMs1OGpm&index=7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n4JITib0K0g
https://vimeo.com/164747630
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hi0b838NwR8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j2IYqMkKzKE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3_QtmvWZaEw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cj1hBSAYSAM&list=PLWCFIcEaK0Ex_EehANXRmZxeMRMs1OGpm&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DkChcNX-V1Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zqmd3jDUwD4&t=1s
https://vimeo.com/299680189
https://vimeo.com/750776997
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s9kVD5gI6KU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bpVA6xPqsI8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bpVA6xPqsI8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Z81SrQ9ssY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ipFofNNyo84
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iit78O_bjVk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xJQ3Z4UgU4
https://vimeo.com/893695281
https://vimeo.com/543499405
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SAMPLE ASSIGNMENT: THEATRE FOR THE VERY YOUNG PLAY REPORT 

From DD Kugler’s Exercises for 

Exploring the Dramaturgy of the Play 

 
Instructions: Watch a theatre production for audiences under the age of six and fill in the 
play report below. The goal of this assignment is to prompt you to think about the 
production elements, structure, and aesthetics of TVY so that we can imagine these 
aspects of our own performance-in-progress later in the semester.  

 

Full-length recordings of NURSERY by Sally Chance Dance and Magnet Theatre’s 
TREE/BOOM/UMTHI can be found in our syllabus. Alternatively, you can access TVY 
recordings at the following link: American Theatre for the Very Young Digital Festival by 
entering the password TVYDIGFEST. You may also choose to watch an in-person 
production.  

 

Please submit your play report on Canvas before the beginning of class, and a printed 
or digital copy to class to share with the group.  

 
PLAY REPORT 

 

Title:                                                                                         Playwright:  

 

Characters:  

 

Running time:                                                                       Age range of intended audience: 

 

Locale:                                                                                    Time period: 

 

Language:  

https://vimeopro.com/atvydigitalfestival/festival
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Description:  

 

 

Stage configuration (proscenium, in the round, etc.):  

 

 

Central images:  

 

 

First impressions:  

 

 

List all technical elements (set, props, costumes, music, sound effects, lighting, 
projections and media design, special effects):  

 

 

Make a list of tensions in the play. This can include production elements (for example, 
rough and soft, shiny and dull, light and dark) or themes and ideas (happiness and 
sadness, agreement and disagreement): 

 

 

Create a constellation of tensions by following the process below:  

- Study your list of tensions 
- Look for tensions which resonate with each other  
- Consider which are central tensions  
- Determine, if possible, a single central tension of the play  
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- Create a constellation by writing each tension-word and drawing connecting lines 
to its opposite tension-word, as well as to its sympathetic tension-words 

 

 

Using your accumulated knowledge of the play, create an abstract drawing or image 
representing the play. Consider shape, line, and color. Remember to stay abstract.  

 

 

 

 

Create a mood board of images that may indicate mood, character, period, costume, 
props, lighting, color palette, shape, locales, etc. 

 

 

 

 

Final thoughts/impressions of the play following your analysis:  
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Play Report Scoring Rubric  

Please complete each element thoughtfully, half points may be given for incomplete 
responses or responses unsupported by details.  

Element(s) Points 
 
Title, playwright, characters, run time, age range, locale, time period, language, 
description, stage configuration (if an element is not known, please indicate that 
it is unclear) 

/1 

 
Central images 

/1 

 
First impressions 

/1 

 
Technical elements 

/1 

List of tensions /1 

Constellation of tensions /1 

Abstract image /1 

 
Mood board 

/2 

 
Final thoughts 

/1 

 Total: 
/10 
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SAMPLE ASSIGNMENT: MID-SEMESTER PRESENTATION 

Based on an assignment created by Dr. Megan Alrutz 

Instructions: Students will each prepare a 10-minute presentation on theatre for the very 
young (TVY). You may choose to work as a pair and prepare a 20-minute presentation.  

The goal of the presentation is to deepen our ensembles’ relationship to TVY by sharing 

what resonates with YOU about TVY.  Presentations may take a variety of forms and 
include a variety of mediums, such as sound, video, image. Please work to engage our 
senses as you prepare the presentation AND simultaneously strive for simplicity. How 
might you bring your skills as a performance maker to the presentation?  

 

Presentation Scoring 

Your presentation should include the following elements. If you are presenting as a pair, 
EACH member of the pair must share their own responses- for example, the 
presentation should include 5 visual representations from one person and 5 from 
another, for a total of 10. Visual representations, key ideas, and curiosities should be 
named explicitly by the presenter(s).   
 
 
5 visual representations from TYV that tap into your own aesthetic.  
 

 
 
/5 

 
3 key ideas on form and content that resonate with you or push against what 
you know/believe. 

 
 
/3 

 
2 curiosities you want to pursue about the practice, the theory, and/or the field 
at large. 

 
 
/2 

 
Presentation form and creativity:  
 
0 points: the presentation includes no visual elements 
 
2.5 points: the presentation includes visual or performance elements 
 
5 points: the presentation creatively incorporates performance and design 
elements, demonstrating the presenter’s personal aesthetic. The presenter has 
attempted to think outside the box and add something new to our collection of 
performance material.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
/5 

Total: /15 
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SAMPLE CLASS PLAN 

Weekly studio class- 2h45 

Devising Theatre for the Very Young: Session 1 

Learning Objectives:  

• Students will begin working as an ensemble to present short physical theatre 
modules  

• Students will read our class syllabus and sharing agreement 
• Students will familiarize themselves with the PaperBoats principles of 

retrospective devising and present these principles abstractly to each other  

Materials: Printed PaperBoats principles, printed Sharing Agreement, syllabus shared 
digitally 

Lesson Sequence  

Check In/Access Needs: 10 minutes 

• Share name, pronouns (optional), and any access needs  
• Name one moment from a piece of theatre that has stuck with you  

Warm Up: 10 minutes 

• Hep! Circle game  

Class and Syllabus Overview: 30 minutes 

PaperBoats Principles Tableaux: 15 minutes  

• Split the class into 7 groups, each group receives one PaperBoats devising 
principle.  

o Step 1: Read the principle together  
o Step 2: As a group, create a tableau with your bodies representing the 

principle, either literally or abstractly  
o Step 3: Add sound and/or repeated gesture to your tableau and prepare to 

share it with the class 

Tableaux Sharing: 20 minutes 

• Share out and film 
• After each sharing, audience should:  

o Describe what they saw without assigning meaning  
o Analyze what it made them think of  
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o Relate the moving image to the practice of devising theatre for the very 
young.  

o The group will then read the description of the principle from their paper.  

Break: 15 minutes 

Sharing Agreement Overview and Discussion: 15 minutes 

Devising- Early Childhood Selves: 30 minutes 

• In a circle, each person will turn to their own “rehearsal studio” and develop a 
gesture for their early childhood selves  

• Share out and film 
• Describe, Analyze, Relate (DAR): What did we see? What did it make us think of? 

What does this have to do with early childhood or TVY?  
• In groups of three, students will combine their gestures to create a short 

performance. The performance should include a moment of repetition, a moment 
of unison, and a single word or sound. Encourage students to think abstractly.  

• Share out and film  
• DAR 

Homework reminders and assigning discussion leaders: 10 minutes  

Check Out: 5 minutes 

• Share one word from today that made you think 
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SAMPLE CLASS PLAN 

Weekly studio class- 2h45 

Devising Theatre for the Very Young: Session 2 

Assigned Reading and Viewing:  
 

• Pages 1-15, “Chapter 1: An Introduction to Theatre and Dance for the Very Young” 
from Theatre and Dance with Children as Artistic Partners by Amanda Pintore 

• What You, Theatremaker Can Learn from Theatre for the Very Young 
• Theatre for the Very Young at Polyglot 

Learning Objectives:  

• Students will define theatre for the very young  
• Students will identify trends in the logistics, aesthetics, and dramaturgy of TVY 

and begin to relate it to their own work  
• Students will brainstorm around our performance theme 
• Students will begin object-based devising  
• Students will practice responding to the creative work of others  

Materials: poster paper and marker, performance objects (balls, fabric, noisemakers) 

 

Lesson Sequence 

Check In: 5 minutes 

• Share name, pronouns (optional), and any access needs  
• Name a favorite childhood toy. What did you love about it? 

Warm Up:  10 minutes 

• Bippity Bippity Bop 

Reading Discussion: 20 minutes 

• Talk with a neighbor: what is one thing that stuck with you from the assigned 
reading/viewing? 

• Discussion leaders ask their three questions 

Theme Brainstorm: 15 minutes  

• Write on a large piece of poster paper: what do you think of when you think of our 
theme (Theme will be determined by the instructor based on needs of the 

https://howlround.com/what-you-theatremaker-can-learn-theatre-very-young
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rM8xc31wKFU&t=1s
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program. The theme could be a concept (managing emotions, dreams) a location 
(forest) or a phrase (away we go!))  

Two by Three by Bradford: 25 minutes 

• In pairs, alternate counting 1, 2, 3 
• Replace 1 with a sound and gesture 
• Replace 2 with a sound and gesture 
• Replace 3 with a sound and gesture  
• Repeat your sequence and experiment with different qualities of sound and 

movement, create a conversation between the two performers  
• Share out and film 
• Describe, Analyze, Relate 

Break: 15 minutes 

Two by Three by Bradford on Theme: 25 minutes 

• Repeat the exercise, but now each sound and gesture should be an abstract or 
literal representation of our theme 

• Share out and film 
• Audience: What do you notice? How does it make you feel? What does it remind 

you of? What questions does it raise?  

Creating a Game: 35 minutes 

• In pairs, create a game using a provided object. Share the game with us in the form 
of a 2–5-minute performance module. How does one win the game? Does anyone 
win in your performance? Include a moment of synchronized movement and a 
beginning, middle, and end.  

• Share out and film  
• Audience: What do you notice? How does it make you feel? What does it remind 

you of? What questions does it raise?  

Homework reminders, play report reminder, discussion leader reminders: 10 minutes 

Check Out: 5 minutes 

• What is one common element of TVY that you saw present in our in-class work 
today?  
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ADDITIONAL COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 

Course Title: Fundamentals of Acting 
This course introduces the skills and tools of acting on the stage. You will explore the 
primary job of an actor: living truthfully in imaginary circumstances. We will begin to 
develop the actor’s basic tools – voice, body, imagination, and critical analysis – through 
a range of assignments – theater games, devising, script analysis, monologues, and scene 
work. We will explore what it means to be a member of an ensemble, create a character 
and build a performance. No previous experience is necessary. 
 
Course Title: Introduction to Improvisational Drama 
Improvisation (improv) is the art of making up dialogue, characters, and plot in the 
moment. While improvisation is used in many types of theatre and in everyday life, this 
class will focus on improvisational comedy, a genre that includes short form and long 
form improv. In this class, we will learn and practice improv strategies as a supportive 
ensemble. We will work together to create a caring community where risk-taking and 
creativity are encouraged. We will reflect on our growth as improvisers, thinking about 
our own performances and drawing on texts that we explore together. 
 
Course Title: Theatre for Young Audiences 
Do you remember your first theatrical experience? For many of us, our journey began 
with TYA. What’s more, many emerging artists begin their career teaching, writing, 
acting, directing, designing, or administrating TYA. Yet this crucial field is not always 
given the attention and respect it deserves. In this course, we will explore works and 
contemporary issues in TYA. Students will read and respond to works of theatre for the 
very young (for ages 0-5), plays and musicals for young audiences (for ages 5-12), and 
theatre for young adults (ages 12 to 18). We will discuss themes and challenges in 
theatre for young audiences, as well as opportunities for artistic innovation in the field. 
The course will culminate in a creative presentation informed by our work over the 
course of the semester. This presentation could be anything from an original script for 
young audiences to an op-ed on a current issue in the field of TYA. Students of all 
theatrical (and non theatrical!) backgrounds are encouraged to join in this exploration of 
a rapidly evolving theatrical genre. 
 
Course Title: Devising Theatre for the Very Young 
This studio course offers an artistically rigorous environment in which you will create 
theatre for audiences under the age of six. You will explore current artistic practices in 
the field of theatre for the very young (TVY). In the first half of the semester, you will 
collaborate with classmates to create 3–10-minute object-driven performance modules. 
In the second half of the semester, the class will work together to dramaturgically select, 
eliminate, expand and weave together existing material to form a cohesive performance. 
The course will culminate with a semester sharing of a TVY performance-in-progress. 
This course requires artistic risk-taking, flexibility, and an out-of-class time commitment 
towards the end of the semester. All creatives- actors, directors, designers, playwrights, 
visual artists, puppeteers, musicians, singers, and more- are welcome! 


